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In the Claims: 

Ple ase amend the claims as , foljows: 

1 . (Previously presented) Heart valve prosthesis for placement in a valve of a patient's 
heart, said valve prosthesis comprising a surgical implant including a curved member and 
a skirt, said curved member having first and second ends and being adapted to form a 
partial ring along a portion of one of the valve annulae in the patient's heart, and said 
skirt extending along said curved member and depending therefrom, further including a 
plurality of struts extending radially inward from said curved member, said struts being 
unattached to said skirt and being positioned on one side thereof so that said skirt can 
move away from the struts during diastole. 

2. (Original) The prosthesis of claim 1 wherein said curved member is flexible. 

3. (Original) The prosthesis of claim 1 wherein said curved member is rigid. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Previously presented) The prosthesis of claim 1 wherein said struts are integrally 
formed with said curved member. 

6. (Previously presented) The prosthesis of claim 1 wherein said skirt has an inner 
perimeter and said struts terminate before said inner perimeter. 

7. (Original) The prosthesis of claim 1 wherein said skirt comprises prosthetic tissue. 

8. (Original) The prosthesis of claim 1 wherein said skirt comprises ePTFE. 
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9. (Original) The prosthesis of claim 1 further including fibrous mesh surrounding said 
curved member. 

10. (Previously presented) Heart valve prosthesis for placement in a valve of a patient's 
heart, said valve prosthesis comprising a surgical implant including a curved ring shaped 
member and a skirt, said ring shaped member being adapted to form a ring along one of 
the valve annulae in the patient's heart, and said skirt extending along at least a portion of 
said ring shaped member and depending therefrom, further including a plurality of struts 
extending radially inward from said curved member, said struts being unattached to said 
skirt and being positioned on one side thereof so that said skirt can move away from the 
struts during diastole. 

1 1 . (Original) The prosthesis of claim 10 wherein said curved member is flexible. 

12. (Original) The prosthesis of claim 10 wherein said curved member is rigid. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Previously presented) The prosthesis of claim 10 wherein said struts are integrally 
formed with said ring shaped member. 

15. (Previously presented) The prosthesis of claim 10 wherein said skirt has an inner 
perimeter and said struts terminate before said inner perimeter. 

16. (Original) The prosthesis of claim 10 wherein said skirt comprises prosthetic tissue. 

17. (Original) The prosthesis of claim 10 wherein said skirt comprises ePTFE. 

18. (Original) The prosthesis of claim 10 further including fibrous mesh surrounding said 
ring shaped member. 
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Claims 19-27 (Cancelled) 

28. (Currently Amended) A method for delivering heart v alve prosthesis compr ising: 
OToyidini; heart valve pro sthesis hayin g a curved member and.a.skirt 

extending therefrom and a plurality of sel f-closm^lisg^ 

an ri an jv^cgTa^m^wn md a cl osed conf iguration; 

securing the cur ved member, to,^ 

two pointed e nds of eac h clip penet rated into the curve d member ; 
___j3lacj^ 

heart: 

.._^i^n«all_gfjhe^^ 
armnlus and m ove toward their closed configuration to secure the heart vaW ejgrosfoejis 
to the valve annul us 1 1 s m - i§d • ' -iami--2--7 

wherein the heart valve prosthesis has a plurality of struts extending 
radially inward from said curved member, said struts being unattached to said skirt and 
being positioned on one side thereof so that said skirt can move away from the struts 
during diastole. 



Claims 29-36 (Cancelled) 



